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The Great Barrier Reef Whale and Dolphin 
Research Programme - 2019 
 

WELCOME 

Welcome to the Great Barrier Reef Whale and Dolphin Research Programme (the 
Programme), led by Blue Planet Marine and operated in collaboration with the 
Cetacean Ecology and Acoustics Laboratory at the University of Queensland, 
Australia. We’re excited about you joining us as a Research Assistant on this 
important, challenging and valuable research. The work you’ll be doing and the data 
you’ll be collecting on east Australian humpback whales has been identified by the 
International Whaling Commission as highest priority research for this population 
of whales. It will add greatly to our understanding of humpback whales in the South 
Pacific Ocean and inform critical conservation management decisions. 

This season we’re hoping to collaborate with the Southern Ocean Persistent Organic 
Pollutants Program at Griffith University, Australia. We plan to use genetic data 
collected from east Australian humpback whales to investigate the variability of the 
Antarctic sea-ice ecosystem related to climate driven environmental change. 

THE PROGRAMME AT A GLANCE 

What:  To gather important scientific information about the structure of the east 
Australian humpback whale breeding sub-stock; 

 To gain important information on humpback whale song and social sounds 
within the Great Barrier Reef breeding grounds; 

To better define the humpback whale breeding grounds in the Great Barrier 
Reef; 

To gain better information on the potential for, and management of, 
anthropogenic impacts on this population of whales; and 

To investigate east Australian humpback whales as an indicator of Antarctic 
sea-ice ecosystem change. 

Where:  On the humpback whale breeding grounds of the Great Barrier Reef, based 
out of the stunning Whitsunday Islands, Queensland, Australia. 

Why: Although we know a lot about these whales on migration, we know little 
about their ecology on their breeding grounds in the Great Barrier Reef. 
These whales also show promise as a “messenger” of Antarctic ecosystem 
change.  

When: The Programme will run between 14 July and 20 September 2019; with 
each of ten ‘research trips’ lasting 6-days/nights on-board. You can come 
for one or more research trips. 

How: You’ll be based on research vessels (living aboard) using a variety of 
scientific techniques to gather data. 

Who: An experienced, internationally respected team of scientists working 
alongside a group of interested and keen Research Assistants (you!). 
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WHO CAN BE A RESEARCH ASSISTANT? 

Our Research Assistants come from all walks of life and age groups. Many are highly 
committed, hardworking, early career scientists with a passion for the marine 
environment and conservation. Others are looking for a challenge in life and new 
experiences. People from a wide range of nationalities work with us and all share a 
common interest in the ocean and marine animals. Regardless of your background 
or motivation, during your time with us you will enjoy a friendly work environment; 
be exposed to a variety of scientific data collection methodologies; enhance your 
marine scientific skills and knowledge of marine mammals; develop new friendships 
and create memories to last a life time. And don’t worry if this is all completely new 
to you we’ll be there to guide you every step of the way. 

If you want to get involved in research that matters; get up close and personal with 
a variety of marine fauna; work in an exceptional location with world leading 
scientists; challenge and extend yourself; and learn new skills all in a safely managed 
environment … then welcome aboard. This will be an experience you’ll never forget. 

BLUE PLANET MARINE (BPM) 

BPM is a leading environmental research and consulting organisation providing 
expert scientific service in the Australian, New Zealand, Asian, South Pacific, and 
Antarctic marine environments. 

Founded in 2002, we specialise in marine megafauna (whales, dolphins, dugongs, 
seals, sea lions and turtles) research and monitoring activities. Our team of marine 
biologists works collaboratively with a wide range of universities, other research 
institutions, government agencies and NGOs. We have successfully completed over 
150 major projects, including ongoing whale research projects in the Great Barrier 
Reef and the South Pacific region. 

BPM has a strong focus on applied research. We prefer to work on projects that 
have a specific management outcome, such as the Behavioural Response of 
Australian Humpback Whales to Seismic Surveys project. We believe that robust 
science is vitally important for informed conservation management decisions. 

BPM has offices in Australia, and an office in New Zealand. 

http://www.brahss.org.au/
http://www.brahss.org.au/
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CETACEAN ECOLOGY AND  ACOUSTICS LABORATORY (CEAL)  

CEAL was formed in 2005 and is based at the University of Queensland. A multi-
disciplinary lab, CEAL has expertise in whale behaviour, biological acoustics, spatial 
analysis, distance sampling, animal communication and social learning, marine 
mammal surveying, stress and reproductive physiology.  

Led by Associate Professor Mike Noad and Dr Rebecca Dunlop, the team of 
researchers at CEAL are experienced authorities on the vocalisations of humpback 
whales (social sounds and songs) and the impacts of manmade noise on the 
behaviour of these whales. They also undertake the official population surveys of 
the east Australian humpback whales, providing information to the Australian 
Government and the International Whaling Commission (IWC). 

Amongst other projects, CEAL working in collaboration with BPM has lead the 
Humpback whale Acoustic Research Collaboration; a large multi-platform 
collaboration conducting behavioural and acoustic studies of humpback whales at 
Peregian Beach (Australia). They are also key collaborators on the Behavioural 
Response of Australia Humpback whales to Seismic Surveys project; a large, five-
year collaborative study investigating the effects of seismic airguns on the 
behaviour of humpback whales during migration along the east coast of Australia.  

SOUTHERN OCEAN PERSISTENT ORGANIC POLLUT ANTS 
PROGRAM (SOPOPP) 

SOPOPP is based within Griffith University's Environmental Futures Research 
Institute (EFRI), Australia. Their scientific focus is understanding the transport 
mechanisms of Persistent Organic Pollutants to Polar regions; the behaviour of 
these chemicals once incorporated into high latitude environments, and ultimately; 
their impact on Polar biota and ecosystems. 

SOPOPP leads national and international research projects spanning a spectrum 
from; facilitation of federal chemical policy obligations within the Antarctic region, 
to pure research into species-specific toxicology and climate impact research. 

Associate Professor Susan Bengtson Nash is a Principal Research Fellow at EFRI and 
Program Director of SOPOPP.  

THE INTERNATIONAL FU ND FOR ANIMAL WELFARE (IFAW) 

IFAW is one of the largest animal welfare and conservation charities in the world. 
IFAW Oceania has teamed up with BPM to increase marine mammal research and 
conservation capacity, skill and knowledge among people of South Pacific Islands.  

THE GREAT BARRIER REEF -  AUSTRALIA 

The Great Barrier Reef (GBR) is the world’s largest coral reef. An international 
treasure, the GBR is listed as a World Heritage Site, is one of the seven wonders of 
the natural world, and is the only living thing on earth easily visible from space! 
Protected by the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park, the GBR is a spectacular place you 
simply must see to believe. 

Consisting of almost 3,000 individual reef systems and hundreds of tropical islands, 
the GBR stretches for 2,300 kilometres along the coast of Queensland, eastern 
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Australia. This complex, ecologically rich and beautiful ecosystem is home to an 
abundance of tropical marine plants and animals. Although it’s tantalisingly close to 
the Australian mainland, much remains undiscovered. 

WHALES AND DOLPHINS OF THE GREAT BARRIER REEF 

The GBR is a hot spot for whales and dolphins. 30 species are found there including 
some only known in Australian and Indonesian waters. While dwarf minke whales, 
humpback whales and bottlenose dolphins are among the most commonly sighted 
species, Indo-Pacific humpback dolphins, Australian snubfin dolphins, spinner 
dolphins, pan-tropical spotted dolphins, Longman’s beaked whale, false killer 
whales, killer whales, short-finned pilot whales, sperm whales and various beaked 
whales are also seen in the area. 

Most people would think that because whales and dolphins are large and relatively 
easy to access on the GBR that scientists know everything about them. This is not 
the case. Some important information about the distribution, abundance and 
diversity of whales and dolphins on the GBR is unknown. This is where you come in. 
With your help, the Programme will fill the knowledge gaps about a special group 
of humpback whales found on the GBR: the east Australian humpback whales. 

EAST AUSTRALIAN HUMP BACK WHALES 

Humpback whales migrate from Antarctic waters to the GBR from May to October 
to calve, mate and to build up strength over the winter before they return to the 
Antarctic in summer. In management terms, these animals are known as the ‘east 
Australian’ breeding sub-stock of humpback whales (EAH); they’re part of the larger 
‘South West Pacific breeding stock’ of humpback whales that also includes sub-
stocks from a variety of South Pacific Islands.  

During their northward migration EAH pass close to the east coast of Australia, 
which enables land-based observation from locations such as Cape Byron and 
Stradbroke Island. Because it’s easier most research has occurred here on the 
migratory corridor and little dedicated research has focussed on the breeding 
grounds within the GBR. 

Humpback whale 
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Scientists have found that EAH mix with other humpback whale breeding sub-stocks 
– at least a little – but that they remain a genetically distinct group. EAH also appear 
to be one of the fastest growing populations of humpback whales in the world. This 
is great news considering that whaling undertaken from the 1940s to the early 
1960s reduced the east Australian population from an estimated 25,000 animals to 
about 500 or less! Research conducted by CEAL estimates that there are now 
around 33,000 whales migrating along the east Australian coastline. But the 
population is still growing strongly and where it will plateau is unknown. 

WHY THIS RESEARCH IS  IMPORTANT 

Effective conservation of any species requires good information, including details 
of stock structure (who is in a stock, how old they are, what sex they are, whether 
they breed with other stocks etc.). The International Whaling Commission (IWC) 
and the International Union for the Conservation of Nature think that we don’t 
know enough to make good conservation management decisions about humpback 
whales in the south west Pacific Ocean. Until we do, they’re not willing to make 
recommendations about how to manage these whales. We need to figure out if the 
breeding sub-stocks of these south west Pacific humpback whales should be 
managed together or as separate populations. The IWC has identified this as highest 
priority research for these populations. 

In addition, little is known about the social dynamics and drivers around humpback 
whale breeding. There is also limited understanding about social communications 
(including social sounds and song) on the EAH breeding grounds. And, we don’t 
know much about the potential for anthropogenic (human) impacts on humpback 
whales within the breeding grounds. There is increased development and shipping 
activity in the region but limited understanding about how this may impact upon 
this recovering population of humpback whales. 

Understanding the effects of climate change on ecosystems is arguably one of the 
most important areas of research of our time. The Antarctic ecosystem is a 
fundamental driver for many Earth processes and offers a vital glimpse into the 
potential effects of climate change on our planet. Conducting research in Antarctica 
is, however, expensive and logistically challenging. But, there may be clever ways 
around this. Southern hemisphere humpback whales feed on Antarctic krill in 
Antarctic waters during summer months. These krill depend on sea ice during parts 
of their life stages. In theory, if suitable sea ice habitat decreases, then krill 
recruitment and biomass will decrease and so there will be less prey available for 
animals such as humpback whales. By collecting genetic samples from EAH on the 
GBR, researchers will investigate the whales’ biochemistry to determine if and how 
their diet has changed over time, which could indicate a decrease in availability of 
Antarctic krill. 

THE PROGRAMME 

So now we know what the problems are we can work towards the solutions. Better 
yet, we can do this knowing that our work has real value. It matters. 

The Programme will be run from 14 July to 20 September 2019. This time will be 
divided into ten six-day/night research trips. Each research trip will include the full 
range of planned research activities. The dates for research trips in 2019 are: 
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Research  
Trip # 

Start Date End Date Number of days & 
nights 

1 14 July 2019 19 July 2019* 6 days & 6 nights 

2 21 July 2019 26 July 2019* 6 days & 6 nights 

3 28 July 2019 2 August 2019* 6 days & 6 nights 

4 4 August 2019 9 August 2019* 6 days & 6 nights 

5 11 August 2019 16 August 2019* 6 days & 6 nights 

6 18 August 2019 23 August 2019* 6 days & 6 nights 

7 25 August 2019 30 August 2019* 6 days & 6 nights 

8 1 September 2019 6 September 2019* 6 days & 6 nights 

9 8 September 2019 13 September 2019* 6 days & 6 nights 

10 15 September 2019 20 September 2019* 6 days & 6 nights 

* You may choose to stay aboard for the last night of your trip, or are welcome to 
stay ashore. 

The Programme has been carefully designed by scientists at BPM, CEAL and EFRI. 
Based from two research vessels, it intentionally coincides with the peak of EAH 
migration. The overarching aims of the Programme are to: identify areas of the GBR 
that are most important for humpback whale breeding activities; gather 
information regarding the structure of the EAH sub-stock; gain a better 
understanding of whale communications and the potential for anthropogenic 
impacts within the breeding grounds of the GBR; and investigate Antarctic sea-ice 
ecosystem variability related to climate driven environmental change via samples 
collected from EAH. 

In order to do this, we will: 

 Further identify areas of the GBR that are most important for breeding 
activities. This involves the collection of hormone samples from blubber and 
will help us to understand which whales are there to breed; 

 Continue the identification of individual whales through photo identification of 
flukes. These images will be used to determine the movement of individual 
whales within the GBR and the South Pacific; 
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 Record whale vocalisations. These data will help us figure out: what songs are 
being sung; what social sounds are being made (and what they may mean); and 
how these differ within and between whale sub-stocks in the South Pacific; 

 Systematically collect genetic samples using biopsy techniques. These data will 
be compared to samples taken within the GBR and from other sub-stocks of 
humpback whales from the south west Pacific Ocean and Western Australia. 
They will help us to identify how much different sub-stocks interbreed. Genetic 
samples will also be used to investigate Antarctic sea-ice ecosystem variability; 

 Systematically collect data on whale behaviour using visual observation, video, 
and digital photography. These data will help us to work out the behaviour 
within a group of whales on the GBR; and  

 Collect baseline data on background noise as well as dolphins and other whales 
encountered during the Programme. These data will add to the general 
understanding of how background noise may affect whale communications 
within the GBR, and general species presence and distribution there too. 

This work is targeted. It’s scientifically robust. It’s relevant. And it’s exciting. You will 
get wet. You will be involved. You will learn. You will be glad you didn’t miss it.  

In addition to the boat-based work, we’re investigating options to undertake land-
based observations for whales and other marine fauna from a high vantage point 
on islands in the region. The land-based observer team will assist in directing the 
vessel-based teams to the areas of highest density of whales, as well as collecting 
important information on the overall abundance and distribution of whale pods in 
the region. 

RESEARCH TEAM 

As well as Research Assistants, the Programme research team includes: 

Dr David Paton – Principal Investigator 

Managing Director of BPM, Dave is a marine mammal, turtle and seabird biologist 
and ecologist with 30+ years’ experience around the world. His PhD thesis focussed 
on humpback whale population dynamics and movement patterns. 

Associate-Professor Mike Noad – Co-Investigator 

An international leader in the field of humpback whale acoustics, Mike’s main 
research interest is the evolution and function of humpback whale song. He is an 
Associate-Professor at the University of Queensland and Co-Leader of CEAL. 

Dr Rebecca (Bec) Dunlop – Co-Investigator 

Bec is a lecturer in physiology at the School of Veterinary Science, University of 
Queensland, and Co-Leader of CEAL. She is a world leader the contextual use of 
social sounds in humpback whales and the effects of noise on their behaviour. 

Associate Professor Susan Bengtson Nash – Co-Investigator 

Susan is the Leader of the SOPOPP at EFRI, Griffith University, Queensland. She will 
use samples collected from EAH to investigate Antarctic sea-ice ecosystem 
variability related to climate driven environmental change. 
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Dana Cusano M.Res. – Researcher 

Most recently at the Syracuse University (New York), Dana’s research focused on 
the acoustic communication and behavioural ecology of North Atlantic right and 
humpback whales. Her primary research interest is behavioural acoustics. 

Lara Pogson-Manning BSc, Hons – Researcher 

Currently a PhD student with the CEAL lab at the University of Queensland, Lara's 
research is focused on male fitness and information content in humpback whale 
song. Her background is in the behaviour, social structure and habitat use of 
inshore dolphins. 

David Donnelly – Researcher 

A cetacean researcher with 21 years’ experience in a wide range of research  
projects using a diverse range of methods, David specialises in close approach vessel 
work for photo ID, tagging, blow and biopsy sampling of cetaceans. 

Damien Morales M.Sc. – Researcher 

Involved in research projects around Australia including on sea lions, bottlenose 
dolphins, humpback whales and blue whales, Damien is an experienced 
environmental scientist specialising in marine megafauna. 

Lesley Douglas MSc – Researcher 

A marine scientist with BPM, Lesley has a Master’s degree in bioacoustics. She has 
ten years' experience working with a variety of marine mammal species, primarily 
in New Zealand, but also in Australia. 

STUDY SITE  

Our primary study site is located between Whitsunday Island and the outer reefs of 
the GBR, off the Central Queensland coast (east coast of Australia). This area is 
within the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park – see maps next page. These waters are 
sheltered from open ocean swells by the GBR and there are many spectacular 
anchorages within the region, which we will use during each research trip. 

RESEARCH VESSELS  

Two or three specialised research vessels owned and operated by BPM will be used 
during the Programme. 

RV Escape, a 24-metre research vessel, will be your home and work platform for the 
duration of the Programme. The entire research team including all Research 
Assistants will live and work from the vessel each day. She is comfortable, set up for 
environmental research and is well equipped for working in the GBR. You will be 
sharing sleeping accommodation. 

Working in conjunction with Escape will be RV Koopa and RV Coda: 7 metre and 6.4 
metre rigid-hulled inflatables, respectively. These vessels are specialised for close 
approaches to whales and dolphins and will be used for collecting: photo 
identification; genetic samples; and acoustic recordings. These vessels will carry 
between 6-8 research team members at a time. 

All BPM vessels are in full commercial survey and will be operated by our 
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experienced and qualified research team. The safety of the entire Research Team is 
paramount throughout the Programme. 

YOUR ROLE  

You will be an integral member of the research team. This is not a ‘sit back and 
watch the sunset’ research trip. It’s real science. You’ll be hands-on. But don’t 
worry, there will always be someone experienced to help you. 

Each day, Research Assistants will be actively involved in all aspects of research 
activities, including: whale fluke photo identification; video recordings; collection 
and processing of genetic samples; recording behavioural observations; and 
recording whale song and social sounds.  

You will also assist with vessel operations, including all day-to-day activities such as 
cooking, cleaning and vessel maintenance. 

There may be times when the weather doesn’t cooperate. On these days, you may 
be involved in data processing or come ashore with us to explore. 
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A TYPICAL RESEARCH T RIP 

On the first day of each research trip we’ll provide a safety briefing, as well as 
detailed instruction on data collection methodology. Health and Safety is 
paramount during the Programme. We’ll start and end each research trip at Abell 
Point Marina, Airlie Beach, Queensland. On the first morning, we’ll board Escape 
and head to the study site. While we’re on our way (and when we’re at the study 
site), we are likely to encounter dolphins, turtles, seabirds, sea snakes, sharks, flying 
fish and other spectacular marine wildlife. 

Once we are set up at the study site research teams will work from Escape and 
support vessels to collect data. Your team will always include a mix of Researchers 
and Research Assistants. You’ll also rotate among teams, vessels and tasks so you 
will experience all aspects of the Programme. Each morning (weather permitting) 
we’ll head out into the GBR to look for whales and dolphins. At the end of each 
research day Escape will anchor at a sheltered anchorage either on the GBR or 
within the Whitsunday islands group. 

OTHER EXPERIENCES AND OPPORTUNITIES  

On days where the weather is not suitable for research activities, we may spend the 
day catching up on data entry and sorting, matching whale fluke identification 
photos, exploring the islands, spotting whales from shore, snorkelling, swimming, 
fishing, kicking a ball around on the beach and having a BBQ as we watch the sun 
set over the GBR. 

During research activities, we will make sure there is time to snorkel and swim on 
some of the more remote reefs of the GBR, which are rarely visited by tourists. 
There will also be opportunities to catch a fish for dinner. So, bring your snorkel 
gear and a fishing rod if you wish. 

On several nights during each research trip we will deliver presentations on our 
research results and lectures on whale biology and ecology. 

PARTICIPATION CERTIF ICATE AND OTHER BONU SES 

At the end of your time with us you will be presented with a participation certificate 
and a detailed description of your research activities with us. You’ll also receive a 
‘Great Barrier Reef Research Project’ T-shirt and digital files including photographs 
and recordings taken during the Programme. 
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ADDITIONAL PROGRAMME  INFORMATION 

Our research season runs from early-July to mid-September each year. Humpback 
whale numbers in the GBR peak during this period and we expect over 33,000 
humpback whales to migrate to the breeding grounds in the GBR. 

The minimum length of time Research Assistants may join the Programme is one 
research trip of six days. However, we recommend that you come for two 
consecutive six-day research trips with a day off to further explore the Whitsunday 
region between trips (a total of 14 days). This will allow you to reinforce your 
learning, get the most out of your research experience, and reduce any impact on 
your overall experience due to the potential for bad weather. Don’t be put off if you 
are only able to come for a single six-day research trip as there is still immense value 
and learning to be had over this time. Regardless of the length of time you have 
with us, you will have wonderful experiences and return home with lifelong 
memories. You are welcome, of course, to join the Programme for longer than two 
research trips. Please contact us to discuss options. 

From July to September the climate in the GBR is temperate with mild winter and 
spring conditions. The temperature will range from an average daytime maximum 
of 25° C (77° F) to an overnight minimum of approximately 16° C (61° F). As it is the 
dry season, we would expect an average of only 3 rainy days per month.  

Days are typically clear with cool mornings warming to a pleasant day on the water 
where shorts and T-shirts would suffice. While the average daily wind speed is 
around 9-10 knots, we may experience weather patterns that result in up to 30-35 
knots of sustained winds. During such times, it is too rough to work offshore for a 
couple of days at a time.  

Sea water temperature will be around 20-21° C (68-70° F). This is considered fairly 
warm and would be enjoyed by most swimmers. 

CONDITIONS OF PARTIC IPATION IN THE PROGRAMME 

Due to the nature of the Programme work, participants should: 

 Be 16 years-old or older at the time of their research trip; 
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 Stay for at least six consecutive days; 

 Speak enough English to be able to communicate with other participants;  

 Be in good health, physically fit and able to walk and climb easily;  

 Be able to swim (please note that you are not required to get into the water) 
and feel comfortable on a vessel; 

 Be able to work outdoors in all sorts of weather and for long periods of 
exposure to the sun and elements. 

Although sea conditions are generally calm within our study site, it may get choppy. 
The Programme is, therefore, inappropriate for people with serious back problems. 

PROGRAMME FEE  

As well as your accommodation aboard Escape, the Programme fee covers all food 
(breakfast, lunch, dinner and snacks) while you are aboard. Special dietary 
requirements can be catered for, within reason. 

The Programme fee for a six-day research trip is $2,995 Australian dollars, 
including tax. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The following is considered a personal expense and is not included in the 
Programme fee: 

 All travel to/from the Whitsundays including any necessary Visa application 
fees; 

 Personal insurance (all Research Assistants must have health/travel insurance);  

 Any food or drinks required during transit or when not on-board the research 
vessels; 

 Any special treats or snacks you would like while on-board the research vessels; 

 Alcohol; 
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   Free time activities while in the Whitsundays during time off between research 
trips; and 

 Other personal expenses. 

Note that you will need to arrange your travel to and from the Whitsundays and 
your personal health and travel insurance for the duration of your transit to and 
from the Programme and while you are with us. You must also arrange any required 
travel Visa. If you are based in Australia, you may already have private health 
insurance, and this may suffice. Please check your policy. 

 

Places are limited, so don’t miss out on 
this unique and amazing experience.  

                      Book Your Trip Today! 

                               visit www.blueplanetmarine.com to book online 

 

ONCE YOU HAVE BOOKED  

When you book your trip you will receive a confirmation email. The email includes 
an online registration form, a detailed information pack that will help you plan your 
journey to join us, and your tax invoice.  

You will need to arrange your travel to and from Airlie Beach and your personal 
health and travel insurance for the duration of your transit to and from the 
Programme and while you are with us. You must also arrange any required travel 
Visa. 

CANCELLATION POLICY  

Time of Cancellation Prior 
to Research Trip 

Fee Forfeited if Cancellation by Participant 

30 or more days prior 30% of Programme fee 

29 or fewer days prior to 
OR after starting date 

100% of Programme fee 

During Research Trip 100% of Programme fee 

If a participant fails to join the Programme, no refund will be issued. 

In the unlikely event that BPM must cancel a research trip you may choose an 
alternative date for your research trip or receive a full (100%) refund. Where there 
are too few people for a research trip to proceed, BPM may request a change of 
dates or alternatively you will receive a 100% refund of your Programme fee. 

If for any reason you do not attend the research trip(s) you booked, BPM is not 
liable for any other costs you may incur outside of your Programme fee. This 
includes, but is not limited to, the cost of your airfare to join the Programme. We 
strongly recommend you book fully flexible airfares. 

http://www.blueplanetmarine.com/shop.aspx
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  TESTIMONIALS  

Here’s some of what our Research Assistants have had to say about the Programme.  

“An incredible, most wonderful and valuable experience beyond my wildest expectations. 

The fellowship of likeminded people whom share the same passion for conservation and 

research leaves indelible memory slides, which cannot be erased. I will return!” Andrew, 

Australia 

“Beautiful weather, great people and lots of whales! A truly memorable and insightful 

experience to marine biology in a gorgeous part of the world. Can highly recommend this 

research trip to anyone considering going into marine biology or whale conservation - it's a 

very fun week away!” Louise, Australia 

“Being on coda searching for, watching, listening to pods of whales was an amazing 

experience. Participating in the research tasks was really fulfilling. The research team is 

exceptional and takes really good care of us assistants. I will (already have!) recommended 

this trip to my friends and I will definitely come back ”   Virginie, Australia 

“I could not speak more highly of the entire experience. The professional yet relaxed crew 

encouraged participation by the Research Assistants at all times. There was ample time for 

relaxation and the social interaction was always very enjoyable. I have taken fond memories 

and significant new knowledge with me. I would like to come back again. Thanks team.” 

Pete, Australia 

“I could not recommend this programme enough for those who want to be involved at the 

forefront of humpback whale research in Australia ... and in the Whitsunday’s of all places!” 

Jess, Australia 

“It was magnificent to be afforded the chance to be alongside of, as my son described you, 

pioneers of whale research. This was certainly not a tourist trip but a research trip at its 

best that is accessible to everyday interested people like ourselves. You are not helping 

with research which has already been done before but helping with research to continue to 

further understand an animal, a being, which we still know so little about. It was great to be 

with the BPM team of researchers that want to share with others their passion of whales 

and dolphins.” Daryn, Australia 

“A worthwhile and interesting experience. Learned a lot in a short time from working and 

discussing whales with the researchers.”    Mark, UK 



- 16 - 

  
“I went for a winter break and came back passionate about whales and ocean 

conservation. For me the trip was exhilarating! The BPM crew and researchers were an 

absolute joy to live with! Waiting for next year’s trip already!!”.    Sally, New Zealand 

“A very hands-on and wonderful experience!”    Michelle, USA 
“Dave and the crew run a fantastic program. I had so much fun and learned more than I 

could ever have imagined!”    Cat, Australia 

“I had a really good time and observed acoustic research for the first time. I’d strongly 

recommend this program to anyone who wanted to participate in a whale research project. 

It’s in a fantastic location and the crew and other RAs were great.”    Lyndon, Australia 

“I joined the BPM and CEAL crew for a week and was involved in all aspects of their 

humpback whale research. The crew were all very welcoming and made me feel like a part 

of their team. It was a memorable experience getting so close to whales and a great 

programme to gain further skills within the marine mammal industry.”    Sarah, Australia 

“Fabulous experience. For anyone wanting to get hands on with marine research, learn a lot 

and spend time with great people in an idyllic setting whilst providing valuable financial 

contributions to ongoing research, this is the trip for you.”    Kylie, Australia 

CONTACT DETAILS 

If you require clarification regarding the content of this guide or if you have any 
further questions, please contact lesley.douglas@blueplanetmarine.com or call 
Dave Paton on +61 (0)431 664 472.  

Come and join us on this amazing adventure. We look forward to meeting you. 

BPM HEAD OFFICES  

Australia 
PO Box 919, Jamison Centre, ACT, 2614.  
P +61 (0)431 664 472  
E dave.paton@blueplanetmarine.com 

New Zealand 
PO Box 3639, Richmond, Nelson, 7050.  
P +64 (0)27 641 0164  
E simon.childerhouse@blueplanetmarine.com 

www.blueplanetmarine.com 

mailto:lesley.douglas@blueplanetmarine.com
mailto:dave.paton@blueplanetmarine.com?subject=GBR%20Research%20Programme
mailto:simon.childerhouse@blueplanetmarine.com?subject=GBR%20Research%20Programme
www.blueplanetmarine.com
http://www.blueplanetmarine.com/
https://www.facebook.com/blueplanetmarine
https://www.instagram.com/blueplanetmarine/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/7627845
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9vmBovuqnC7caXeRPQkiQQ
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https://ceal.lab.uq.edu.au/
http://www.ifaw.org/australia
https://www.griffith.edu.au/environment-planning-architecture/southern-ocean-persistent-organic-pollutants-program

